STUDIES   IN   PROSE
Taking as a basis of comparison the human
system of vowel and consonant sounds, we
may note as a remarkable fact, that while
some birds can imitate our words, even this
mechanical capability has never been observed
in any mammal.   And yet the formation o$
the cavity of the mouth, the teeth, the tongue,
the palate, in this class of animals far more
resembles the human than that of any bird.
It may further be added that among the
mammalia different particular consonants and
vowels are actually to be met with divided
among different species, tho in the same spe-
cies they are never united into a compound
speech sound.   The dog says r and guttural
ch very distinctly; the cat is acquainted with
/; cows and sheep with nasal n} and we can
hardly doubt that most of the fixt positions
of the mouth on which our articulate sounds
depend, would be mechanically possible to ani-
mals if only there were for their muscles an
impulse to produce them, and for their fan-
tasy an impulse to combine them together.
But even the ape, with its propensity to mim-
icry, remains dumb; the dog, attentive as he
is to the purport of our words, makes .not the
slightest attempt at speech; only birds repeat
sounds made in their hearing, but by nature
they, too, keep to the inarticulate tones and
melodies of their kind.   Now wherein lies the
obstacle ?   In my opinion, in these two things:
First, defective sense of hearing; and second,
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